
4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ 

by 

Rural & Industrial Design & Building Association 
www.ridba.org.uk 

Tony Hutchinson ɀ National Secretary 
 

Rural & Industrial Design & Building Association 
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from the farmer to the contractor and from the land 

agent to the college 
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ËWho am I? 
ËTony Hutchinson 
ËNational Secretary of RIDBA 

ËWhy was the Guide written 
ËAs part of the Farm Safety Partnership 
ËRIDBA & NFU wrote the advice 
ËTo help make farm construction safer 
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Ë The Guide aims to give you the 
knowledge to ask the right questions 
when buying a farm building so that you 
can get a building that is properly 
fabricated, constructed, safe and most 
appropriate for its intended use. 
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Ë Farm Buildings are exempt from building 
control provided they are more than 1.5 times 
there own height away from any building with 
sleeping accommodation and have adequate fire 
exits. 

Ë Many do not need planning permission 
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Ë All other buildings in the UK will be 
checked to see that they are correctly 
designed and then that they are 
constructed in accordance with the 
design. 

Ë In the past this was probably not a problem 
 

http://www.ridba.org.uk/


No third party checks 

Rural & Industrial Design & Building Association 
www.ridba.org.uk 

Tony Hutchinson ɀ National Secretary 
 

Ë The farmer is therefore reliant on the fact 
that the contractor they choose to design 
and erect their building is competent to do 
so. 

 
Ë Many farm buildings today are very large 

and relatively sophisticated containing 
expensive stock and machinery 
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Ë I suggest that very few farmers are able to 
look at a frame and say whether it is 
adequately designed for the loads it must 
take, such as wind and snow. 

Ë These loads will vary markedly, a building in 
a valley may have considerably lower 
environmental loads than a building on a 
hillside only .25 mile away. 
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Ë Do you know what the environmental loads 
are on your buildings? 

Ë More importantly does the contractor you 
have chosen know the environmental loads on 
your building? 

Ë /ÆÔÅÎ Á ÆÒÁÍÅ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÌÌ ȬÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÅÇȭ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȟ ÈÏ× ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ 
they are designed to take the loads expected 
on your site. 
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Ë In the winters of 2019/10 and 2010/11 some 
10,000 buildings collapsed under snow load? 

Ë Some were very new and collapsed because of 
under design and poor detailing 

Ë A video of one of these buildings, 
highlighting the poor design is shown on 
our web site. 
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Ë The building shown in the last slide had 
recently been erected and the depth of snow 
although deep did not exceed the design 
loads. 

Ë The building should not have collapsed. 
Ë I am advised that although the steel was 

probably light the main reason for the 
collapse was poor detailing . 
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